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SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
and read prayers,

The
.

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS.
Protection at dangevous crossings.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the JMinister for
Railways: i, 1las he learnei of the decision
of the Premier of New Zealand that in the
next three years £360,000 35 to be spent in
unemployinent relief, the work taking the
torm of climinating some of the dangerous
raflway crossings? 2, Will he endeavour
to institute similay action and thus reduee
the menace of the railwaxs to 10ad users in
thiz State?

The MINISTER FOR RANAVAYS re-
plied: 1, A Press report dealing with the
watter has been hrought under notice. 2,
The matter is receiving consideration.

Neecond-hand Eruil-cases,

Vi HAWKE asked the Mintster for
Agriculture: Will he give careful eonsidera-
tion to amending the regulation prohibiting
the carriage of fruit on the railway system
it second-hand cases, with a view fo per-
mitting such cases to be used when fruit is
heing carried to non-fruit growing districts,
such as the goldfields?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURIE
replied: Yes.  The rewulation referred 1o
received full consideration hefore gazettal
and was brought inte foree at the argent
request of the W.A. Fruit-growers™ Associa-
tion, who reprerent all fruit-growers. This

hody iz holding its annual conference next
week, and possibly arrangements coutd bhe

made for the matter to be discussed,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

OUn motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab
tenee Tor two weeks eranted to Mr. Cover-
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ley (Kimberlexy) on the ground of urgent
public business.

BILL—BUNBURY RACECOURSE RAIL-
WAY DISCONTINUANCE.

Read a third time and passed.

MOTION—BULK HANDLING OF
WHEAT.

Consideration of Royal Commission’s
Report.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [434]: A
motion on the Notice Paper in my name
reads—

That the repurt of the Royal Commission on
the butk handling of wheat is deserving of the
vongideration of the House.

I do net think that the motion is in the
Form in which 1 moved it.
Mr. SPEAKER: T do not think it is in

order.
Mr. SLEEMAX: What [ moved was,
“That consideration of the report be made

an arder of the day for the next sitting of
the House.” The motion on the Notice
Paper infers that I think bulk handling
deserving of the consideration of the Honse.
As a matter of faet, T think it is deserving
of fairly scant consideration.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Tt is vour metion,
vou know.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: T hope that the re-
Pori——-

Point of Ovrder.

Mr. Doney: On a point of order, if the

hon. member is going to disenss the report,

T submit thai he eaunot do so on this
metion. Tt is plain that the guestion before
the House, if vou, Mr. Speaker, stick to the
wording of the motion, restricts us to a eon-
sideration of whether the report is deserv-
inr of the cansideration of the House. That
is a different matter entirely from consider-
ing the report. 1 cannot see that the posi-
tion has heen advanced at all sinee vester-
dav: in faet, it is the same. The Minister
for Tands then moved, “That the House
take into consideration the veport of the
Roval Commission appointed to inquire into
the bulk handling of wheat,” and to-day we
have no advance whatever on that position.
Under the terms of the motion, we can go
no farther thar io debate whether the re-
port deserves the consideration of the
House. On those grounds I think it is plain
that we cannot discuss the report.
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Mr, Speaker: The position, as brought
before the notice of the House, is guite
right. As a matter of fact there has besn
some difficulty, after what happened yester-
day, in framing a motion. I agree that the
reference in the motion to tho report being
deserving of consideration should not be
there; otherwise I would be in duty bound
to keep members to the point whether the
report was deserving of consideration or
not. The motion earried yesterday was that
the Iouse take into consideration the report
of the Commmission. The House earried the
motion, thus resolving that the report should
be taken into consideration. T ruled yester-
day that the matter could be considered as
a report and as a report only. I will be
guite candid by saying that I have heen
asked -what motion will be submitted to the
House. The position is that the House may
consider the report, but theve will he no
maotion. My rling of yesterday still stands,
I suggest that the member for Fremantle
should net move the motion; otherwise the
dehate will be confined to whether the re-
port is deserving of consideration or not,

Debate resumed.

My, SLEEMAN : Speaking on the report
of the Bwlk Handling Commission, I sin-
cevely hope that the Government will not
adopt it. I do not think it will benefit the
State generally, It might possibly benefit
the farmers, but I am satisfied that the
whole of the farmers in this State do not
desire bulk handling, especially in the form
recommended by the Commission. I hbelieve
that the adoption of the report would mean
throwing thousands of men out of work,
and that the work of bulk handling will
prove a very unhealthy occupation. I have
seen hulk handling operations at Fremantle,
and T believe that snch work will prove fo
be nearly as unhealthy as is work in the
gold mines, which, unfortunately, has sent
thousands of men to an early grave. There
is no doubt about that. 1 consider that
members opposite should have gone to
Fremantle to see bulk handling in
operation.  Whether they support it or
not. they must agree that it will neces-
sarily be a very wunhealthy occupation
to the men engaged in it, owing to the
dust. I believe that men will become
dusted through engaging in the oceupation
Just as are men who work in the gold
mines,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. Latham: Are you going to
move a motion?

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, I am discussing the
report of the Commission.

Mr. Sampson: You eannot do thai wilh-
out moving a motion.

Point of Order.

Hon. C. G. Latham: On & point of order,
may I ask if the hon. member proposes to
move a motion at the end of his speech?
Surely there can be nothing hbefove the
House unless a motion he moved.

Mr. Speaker: 1 have already raoled
that it has heen decided that the diseus-
sion of the report was before the House.
The House has a perfect right to disagree
with my roling and upset what was done
yesterday, if it so desires. I have already
explained the position in which I was
placed yesterday.

Mr. Sampson: The position would be very
embarrassing if a motion were not moved,
and I for one—

Mr. Speaker: Do you propose to dis-
agree with my ruling?
Mr. Sampson: No.
Mr. Speaker: Then

euss it.

Mr. Doney: I move— -

That the diseussion of the report be wmade
an order of the day for the next sitting of the
House,

Mr. Speaker: That was done yester-
day. The member for Fremantle may re-
sume his speech.

you caunot dis-

Debate resumed.

Mr. SLEEMAN: In continuvation of my
remarks, let me say that it appears to me
that the Commission gave very little con-
sideration to the displacement of labonr
that the adoption of bulk handling will en-
tail. Tt is true they made some reference
to it on page 19 of the rveport, but thev
might have given greater consideration to
the question of the displacement of labour
throughout the State generally, at any raie,
as much consideration as they gave to the
probable benefit that would acerue to the
wheat farmers of the Btate. Dealing with
the displacement of labour, the Commis-
sion’s report, on page 19, states—

At some of the sidings, under hag handling,
from six to 10 men were engaged in carrying
out the necossarv physical handling of the
wheat. During the past two years, at sidings
where Dhulk handling facilitics have been in-
stalled, the number of men employed by Co-
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operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., bas been from
two to four. Acceording to the information ol-
tained by yvour Cemmissioners, very few, if any,
additional men have been employved on the
farms as u result of bulk handling.

I wish members to take particnlar notice
of that statement. Though men will be
put out of work at practically every siding
in the eountry, no extra work will be pro-
vided by bulk baundling. The report con-
tinues—

At the port of Fremantle a fairly large nmuu.
ber of men lave alreads heen displaced in the
partial ¢hange-over from the hag handling t«
the bulk handling system. Owing to ithe fuact
that bulk handling has new been in operation
for two yeurs, any further displacement of
labour which may be brought abont Ly the ex-
tension of the sysiem should not be so serionsly
felt as would have been the ease with a sudden
change-over.

That is fairly obvious. Anyone would
know that if the scheme had been in par-
f1al operation for some time, the ecomple-
tion of the scheme would not mean throw-
ing so many men out of work as if the
whole schemne had been installed at once.
We are all familiar with the song which

suggests  that another Dittle drink  will
not do wus any harm, and it seems
to me that the Commission concluded

that the displacement of a few hundred
or a few thousand exfra men would not
do us any harm. Because a system has heen
in partial operation for some time, they
could not see any objection to iis being

extended thronghout the State. The re-
port further says—
Mr. Fox’s statements show that approxi-

mately two-thirds less men are required to
handle wheat in bulk than in bags.

If there is going to be a two-thirds dis-
placement of labour, it is going to he u
serious matter for the Government to vro-
vide for them,

This has hecn supperted by the manager of
the Fremantle Harbour Trust; Nichols & Co.,
Ltd., stevedores of Fremantle; and by Mr
John Thomson. joint secretarv of Co-operafive
Bulk Handling, Ltd. Your Commissioners are
of the opinion that a further reduction in the
number of men reguired for the handling of
wheat in bulk will take place with the erection
of proper and more efficient terminal elevators.
At a time like the present we should he
seeking means to place more men in em-
ployment, instead of throwing men out of
work. It would be a bad thing for the
State if many men throughout the country
were thrown out of work. Unless bulk hand-
ling is going to be of henefit to
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the State gepewally, it should not Dbe
hrought inte operation by the Government.
The displacing of men will apply not only
to Fremaniie. but throughout the country.
Geraldton will he affected seriously, and
Bunbury and Alhany Lo a lesser extent. Up
o date T have not seen a statement of what
the approximate saving to the farmers will
he from bulk handling. I have only run
fhrongh the Royal Commission’s report, and
therefore I do not sayv that this information
does not appear in it. However, I have
not had much time to examine the document.
Hon, memhers opposite may be able to stafe
the amount of the saving to the farmers. In
my opinion bulk handling will digplace at
least 1000 workers. Taking them at an
average ol only £2 per week, the amount
imvolved is large. DMoreover, the average
of £2 per week is low. Still, even that means
a losn of ever £100,000 annually in wages.
What is 1o happen to the men displaced and
their families? Are the Government pre-
pared to find £100,000 to meet the situation?
If so, they will be hard put to if to find the
money in order to provide a doubtfnl bene-
fit to the farmers. The farmers themselves
are dubious as to the henelits of bulk hand-
ling, and numbers of them do not favour the
system recommended by the Royal Commis-
sion. I welcome the introdnetion of any
Iahour-saving machinery if the workers are
to sharve in the bhenefits thevefrom; but time
after time we see sneh machinery installed
without any henefit whatever to the workers
engaged in the partieular industry. We
should take stock of the situation and de-
clare thai it labour-saving appliances are
to he installed either in the wheat or any
other of our industries, the workers must
receive their share of the benefits. The time
has arrived when simultaneously with the
introduction of sueh machinery inte an in-
dustry the hours of labour of the workers
engazed i that indusfiry must be reduced
considerably, and provision made for the
compensation of workers displaced. Fur-
ther. those who remmin in an industry such
as hulk handling. which will prove highly
unhealthy. =honld be compensated out of the
profits vesulting, The mining industry has
cost Wesfern Australin a great deal of
money i respect of men disabled by that
indastry, which sa far has contributed no-
thinz towards the support of men broken by
1. The tax imposed last vear wil help to
maintain the men disabled in the pursait
of mining. I find that on page 9 of the
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Roval Commission’s report the profits from
hulk handling are stated—

During the wheat senson 1933-34 the amonnt

raised by way of the toll rcferred to was
£28,749 3s, 8d. After deducting therefrom
interest on  Jdebentuves, depreciation on coun-
try and port buildings and plant, and allow-
ing for other items both debif and credit, which
will be more particularly referred to by your
(‘ommissioners under Clause 3 (L) of the terms
of reference, Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd.,
showed a surplus of £20.676 7s. 6d. on the sea-
son’s operations.
Theretfore T elaim that if bulk handling of
part of the havest showed such a profit,
gomething wust he done to proteci and care
for the men who will be vuined in health by
the handling of bhulk wheat, especially at the
terminals. Let some of the profits be taken
from the Westralian Farmers, Ltd,, and Co-
operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., which cor-
poralions ave practically identical, to pro-
vide for men hreken in the industry. Some
of those men will go to an early grave or clse
he disabled fov life. The Opposition should
acknowledge (he reasonableness of provid-
ing for such men and their dependanis.
Bulk handling will not prove entirvely pro-
fitable; it involves a loss to which sevious
congideration has not vet heen given. In
every shipment of 8,000 tons of wheat, bulk
handling involves a loss of S00 tons.

Mr. Patrick: The farmers got a higger
price for balk wheat.

Mr. SLEEMAX: Not so.

Mr. Patrick: T have the {figures heve.

My, SLEBMAY: It has been proved that
hagged wheat shows a gain of 800 tons in
a shipment of 8,000 tens, whereas a similar
shipmeni. of bhulk wheat invelves a loss of
S00 tons.  Again, there is the extra enst to
the country of the bulk handling system.
The Commissioner of Railways stated last
vear that 200 four-wheeled tracks had been
specially ordered to cavry bulk wheat, and
that the loss on the railage of bulk whear,
as  against bagged wheat, amounfed fo
£17,000 for the year. and this was
after taking into consideration the £11.187
additiona! revenue resulting from the toll of
M. per ton on bulk wheat. Practically
the Railway Department of this country is
down  £17.000 an  partial bolk  handling
only, even alter taking into necount the
toll of 9d. per ton. The toll is what the
advoeates of bulk handling are up againsr.
They are prepared to accept evervthing
that is advantageons to them, but they are
distarbed at the propusal of the Commis-
sioner of Railways regarding the 9d. toll.

(ASSEMBI.Y.]

Then comes the question, if we arve satisfied
that bulk handling will prove a benefit to
the State, are wo prepared to compensate
the men displaced? I fail to see how the
Royal Commission’s recommendations can
possibly be accepted unless provision i
made for the men who will be displaced
and the men who will he disabled by the
bulk handling system. It is all very well
for the farmers to say that they aecept
those of the Royal Commission’s recotn-
mendations which snit them and that theyv
reject the remainder. The Co-operafive
Bulk Handling people should be made tu
pay a fair and reasonable charge for the
transport of bulk wheat. Then again, we
cannot possibly agree to hand over the con-
ol of bulk handling to a monopoly
such as recommended by the Roynl Com-
mission. Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.,
I say again, is only another name for the
Westralian Farmers Lid. By the Royal
Commissions report 1 see that nine oui of
the ten leading men in Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd. are also heads of the Weas-
tralian Farmers Ltd. Therefore I see no
great difference hetween handing the bulk
handling system over to Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd. and landing it over to the
Westralian Farmers ILid. Most membors,
at all events on this side of the Chamber,
will agree that we should not stand for
monopoly. If bulk handling is te be in-
stalled, it should be brought ahout by the
appointment of a Government bhonrd, on
which every seclion of the community
wonld lutve due representation. On page 20
of the Commission’s report appears the
following :—

Iad 3t not heen for fhe foregeing relevant
and  material considerations alrendy existing
with regard to the hutk handling of wheat in
Western Australia, vour Commissioners would
have favoured the vesting of the control of all
operations connected with bulk handling in a
board somewhat similay to that constituted
under the Vietorian Grain Flevators Aet, No,
4270 of 1934, Section o
That is to say, had it not been for the faet
that the Westralian Tarmprs Lid. were
already in possession of numerous places.
the Royal Commissioners would have made
that recommendation. In passing may I
say that on page 6 of the report it is
shown how the Vietorian Grain Elevators
Board is constituted. The relevant passage
of the report is as lollows:—

The seheme is managed by a wheat commis-
siomer, who is 4 Government officer. under the
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Jurisdiction of the Direvtor of Agriculture, and
the bulk handling is condueted as a sub-depart-
ment of the Department of Agriculture. In
Vietoria investigationg into the question of in-
troducing builk handling in that State have
been made by a grain elevators board, consti-
tuted by an Act of Parliament to inguire into
and instal the system of bulk handling Dest
suited to the conditions applicable in  that
State. Of the members of the board—(a) ence
shall be a person (not heing an officer of the
public service or the railway serviee) having
business training and exverience, who shall he
chairman: (b) one shall he an officer of the
Victorian Railways Commissioners or of the
Railway Construetion PBranch of the Board
of Tand and Works selected Ly the Minister
from a panel consisting of not less than three
such officers furnished to the Minister by the
Victorian Railwavs Commissiomers: and  (¢)
one shall he a person nominated as representing
the wheatgrowers of Victoria by the Minister.
who, hiefore nominitting such person, shall have
regard to the vecommendations (if any} in that
hehal of any hody or hodies representative in
the opinion of the Minister of the interests of
the said wheatgrowers.

Thus we see that but for the previous Cov-
ernment lhaving gone hehind the back of
Parliament, having, T may ndd, in defiance
of the previous Parliament gzranted sites to
Co-operative Bulk Handling Lid. on the
eve of a general election. a very different
recommendation would have been made by
the Roval Commis=ion. Thosze grants, hav-
ing been made on the eve of a general elec-
tion, were undoubtedly a political =op. But
for that political sop the Royal Commis-
sion would undoubtedly have udvocated
that the contrel of bulk handling in Wes-
tern Australia should be vested not in Co-
operative Bulk Handling Li{d. but in a
hoard consfituted on the lines of the Vie-
torian board. On page 24 of their report
the Commissioners write—

(3) The granting of those leases precludes
the economic possibility of anvone else com-
peting with Co-operative Bulk Handling. Ttd..
in the bulk handling of whent at those sidings.
This bears oni mxy previous statement that
because of the fact of Co-operative Buik
Handling Ltd. havine oot possession of
various sites previous tw the last general
election, it iz not worth while now to advo-
cate what the Commissioners consider the
hetter method: namely, the Vietorian me-
thod. Now let me vefer to the Commis-
sion’s final recommendations—

€1y That Cp-operative Dulk Handling. Lid.,
Le permitted tn extend and earry out their pro-
pozals for a State-wide seheme relating to the
ik handiing of wheat at conntry sidingh.

I deelare emphatically that if bulk hand-
ling is to be adopted. Co-operative Bulk

1

Handling Ltd. should not be permitted
te contrel the system in this State.
L think we stand tor a board of control
vastly  different from Co-operalive Bulk
Haudling Ltd.  The further recommenda-
tious of the Roxal Commission read—

t2. That bt is imperative for up-to-date
orthodox conerete terminal silos of 1,500,000
hushels capacity te he erected as soon as poa-
sible at the port of Fremantle, and controlled
by the Comwissioners of the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust.

(s That up-to-date orthodox conerete ter
minal silug of 300,00 Ubushels eapacity should
then be erected at Geraldton, and controlled by
the Commissioner of Railways.

{+) Thut the equipment of the various zones
should Le carried out in the following order:—
Fremantle. Gernldton, Bunbury, and Albany,
aml that untii the terminal facilities to serve
these zoues huve been completed, the eonstrue-
tion of the nceessary additional hins at rail-
way sidings te make the selleme State-wide
stoulill only proceed according to the ability
uf the Commissivner of Ruilways to transport
the whyat in hulk,

(3} That legiclation should he cenacted to
provide for the protuction of these vitally in-
tevested in wheat handled in bulk,

1t the control of the seheme is to he handed
over 1o Co-operative  Bulk  Handling,
Lud, that method will not give satis-
fartion, and certainly will not provide for
the protection of those vitally interested in
wheat handled in bulk. This inatter was
distussed at the reecent conlerence of the
Primary Produrers’ Association, and men-
tien was made of tle fact that the Wheat-
growers Union desired some other means of
control to be instituted. I am safe in sav-
inz that the Wheatgrowers’ Union does not
comprize merely  half-a-dozen farmers but
has a very large membership. Thev ave not
satistiedd that the preseut method of eontrol
is proper. The Primary Produeers’ Confer-
ener also oppozed the proposal. Tf the in-
terests of all concerned are {o he protected,
the only way will be by the cstablishment
of a board of control similar to that adopted
in Vietoria. I elaim that it should he a
Government hoavrd, the members of which
conld he relied upon to look after the in-
teresis of all concerned.

15} That the doubt which exists as to the
cflectiveness of a warehouse receipt in conver-
ing title to the quantity of wheat shown in that
receipt should, in the interests of all parties,
he removed hy Act of Parlinment.

(73 That serious consideration be given to
‘e proposals of Co-nperative Bulk Handling,
Ltd., tn provide lHulk handling foeilities at
Bunbury and Alhany,
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(8) That permanent hins to provide for stor-
age facilities equivalent to at least 75 per cent.
of receivals at country sidings are necegsary.
With regard to the seventh recommendntian
ot the Royal Commission, I have nothing
to do with Bunbury and Albany and repre-
sentatives of those porls ean speak for them-
selves. I predict, however, that it will be
many years before either Bnubury ov Albany
will see the bulk handling of wheat. While,
in my opinion, Fremantle and Geraldton
will not derive any benefit from the installa-
tion of the bulk handling scheme, Bunbury
and Albany will be worse oft still, for they

will not see any bulk wheat ab those
ports. That is my opinion. There 13
another reecommendation that the Raoyal

Commission forgot and they should have
included a ninth, seiting out that all
wheat cargoes should be certifieated. In the
past, wheat has been exported that was of a
type caleulated to spoil the reputation of
Western Australia as a wheatgrowing State.
On several oceasions [ have pointed out in
this Hounse that wheat that was in a bad
condition, had been londed into ships at
Fremantle.  Everyone who frequents the
port must know that that has been done.
The Royat Commission could have made
that additional recommendation, in the in-
terests of the reputation of the State and
the wheatgrowers themselves. Tn 1932 a
Bulk Handiing of Wheat Bill was intro-
duced by the Mitchell Government and when
leave was moved to introduce the Bill, the
then member for South Fremantle (Hon.
A, McCallom) proposed an amendment lo
the maotion as follows:—

That the following words be added:—*and
to provide for the securing and financing in
employment of those who lose their positions
through the establishment of such syvstem.?’’
I.abour members supported the amendment
to the best of their ability, and, on this
oceasion, 1 hope that, before the Govern-
ment  adopt the recommendations of the
Royal Commission, they will give effect to
what was proposed in 1932 by Mr. McCnl-
lum. It is not right to displace men in in-
dustry unless steps are taken adequately to
compensate them or provide for their future.
When 3 number of coal miners were dis-
placed from their employment in New Scuth
Wales, they were compensated adequately.
The Government of Western Australia
should also take steps, before accepting the
Royal Commission’s recommendations, to
see that smmething is done to zafegnard the

" provision of the money when

[ASSEMBLY.]

health of the men who will be employed in
the industry, and provide for them when
their health is broken down, or when incy
are displaced from employment.

On motion by Mr. Fox, debate adjourned.

BEILL—NORTHERN AUSTRALIA
SURVEY AGREEMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate reswmined from the previous day,

HON. C. 6. LATHAM (York) [5.7]:
While I ecannot give whole-henrted suppmt
to the Bill, 1 shall not oppose it. 1 know
what the position is: most of the money to
he spent on this work has alveady been cox-
pended. T, in common with other members
of the House, cannot shirk- my responsibili-
ties in connection with Chis expenditure,
heeanse it will be recognised that we weve
aware of what was proposed- We were in-
formed of the matter last year, when the
Estimates were =nbmitted. \While the Hounse
onght not to reject a proposal such as that
embodied in the Bill, we can only say that
we were acquainted with what was to take
place. The Bill provides for certain activi-
ties and will commit the State to the ex-
penditure of £37,500. T have pointed out
repeatedly that this Honse has no conirol
over the finances of the State, and the
present legislation clearly demonstrates
that fact. Ministers eontrol the finances of
the State, and, after they lave inecurred
expenditure, they come to the House and
ask for the necessary nuthorisations.

Ar. Marshall: Then this is no cxeeption
to the rule.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Propesals for
expenditure should he submitted to the
House hefore the actual expenditure takes
place.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: THow
work on a wonthly budget?

Fon. C. G. LATIMAM: It is not a ques-
tion of a monthly hudget; it iz mercly a
matter of the Estimates being placed hefore
members at an earlicr stage of the session-
The monevy to meet the cxnenditure of
£47,500, which 15 what the Bill provides
for, must rome from revenue or loan funds,
No doubt it will be derived from loan
Eunds, and we will be asked to authorise the
the T.oan
Estimates are placed before ns later in the
session,

could vou
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Hon. W. D. Jolnseu: It we were foreed
to wait until the loan Estimates were be-
fore usz, we could not Function.

Hen, C. G. LATHMAM: If this expendi-
fure ix to he provided for in the Loan
Estimates, it simply means that we have no
contrel over it, in the circumstances I have
indicated. and that is what I am protesting

against. The awmount involved is consider-
able.
Mr. Mareshall: There was no secreey

about it. :

" Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. C. ¢i, LATHAM: I know the House
was acquainted with what was proposed.
I do not want the member for Murchison
(Mr. Marshall) to inform me of something
1 have alveady stated to the House. I have
alrendy wentioned that the House was in-
formed of what was proposed when the
Estimates were discussed last year.

Mr. Marshall: You did not protest.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No. I accept my
responsibility equally with other members
of the House. At the same time, if I had
entered a protest, I could not have pro-
ceeded beyond that mere statement of my
opinion, Nor ¢an I go beyond a protest on
this ocecasion. We have been informed that
the expenditure of the £37,500 represents
portion of £1503,000, of which the Common-
wealth Government are to provide half. I
believe that the bulk of the money will be
spent on aerial survey work, which will pro-
vide employment for members of the Royal
Air Force. If that i1s so, then the Com-
monwealth Government should have pro-
vided all the funds for that work.

Mr. Marshall: I do not think that is
quite right.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: They should have
found the money necessary for these opera-
tions. Aeccording to the Minister’s state-
ment, I uaderstand the survey will be
undertaken in the Marble Bar and Nulla-
gine areas. Most of that country is easily
aceessible to prospectors and geologists, If
the survey were to be undertaken in the
Hall’s Creek area, which is more difficult
from a prospecting point of view, some
benefit might have heen derived from the
undertaking. As it is, I doubt very much
whether the sorvey will be of much prae-
tical valne. The ecountry around Marble
Bar is similar to that aboui Hall's Creek.
It is very undulating, with stiff hills and
almost entirely eovered with spinifex. It
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is extremely doubtful whether, under those
eonditions, any inforination of value will
be obtained. It is well for members to
know what it is proposed to do. The
Minister informed us that it was intended
to pay for geoclogical and geophysical sur-
vey, as well as the aerial survey. Who
of us knows anything about the science of
geophysies? I doubt if the Minister him-
self really knows what the science is. I
have asked a number of people, and they
have not been alle to inform me.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Did you ask the
member for Murchison?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I helieve the
member for Murchison talked about the
science.

Mr. Marshall: No, T did not.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: In order to en-
lighten myself, 1 looked up the latest edi-
tion of Websier’s Dictionary, and I found
that the definition of geophysics was—

The physics of the earth, or the science treat-
ing of the agencies which modify the earth, in-
cluding dymamical geology and physieal geo-
graphy; especiully, the causes which bring
about the movements and warpings of the sur-
face of the lithesphere.

That may cenlighten members, but I doubt
if, in view of the inclusion of the word
“‘lithosphere,”” they will really be fully
aware of the meaning. To complete my
knowledge, I looked up that sclentific term,
and I found that it means the solid part
of the earth.

Hon, W. D. Johnson:
stand the position.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: T hope I appreei-
ate the faet that I live at a time when
science can materially assist us in the work
that we are called upon to undertake. But
I am doubtlul whether the application of
this particular seience, of which so little is
known, will be of much avail. Apart from
those who have held the position of Minis-
ter for Mines and a few of the depart-
mental officials, I am sure very little is
known of what has been done in connection
with surveys already made and reported
upon. A few years ago a geophysical
survey was made in the Northampton dis-
trict. What was done about that survey?
Was there any result at all from it? We
have heard of nothing. Had anything been
found as a result of that survey, no doubt
we should have been told of it. It seems
that by the use of this science, we are
led to believe there are no mineral values

*
-

Now we under-
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in that part of the Stute. But I believe
this seience is much the same as that which
was- used at one titme for locating water.
1 should like to give my own personal ex-
perience of that. A gentleman eame nlong
with a most elzsborate machine, offering to
locate water in certain agricultural areas,
and a road board with which I was con-
nected engaged him to do so. Ie set up
his claborate instrument and eovered it
with an umbrella in order to protect it
from the rays of the sun, After he had
been employed on this search for a period,
and after we had paid him for his services,
he left the State. Subsequently he wrote
to us from a foreign eountry informing us
that he did not think it advisable that we
should sink wells in the area he had exam-
ined, because his scientific instrument was
not entively reliable. At all events, he
was honest about that—after he had left
the State.

Mr. Sleeman: Did he charge you for his
services ?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, and we paid
him. We were allowed to believe that this
wag a seience on which we might rely. On
the other hand, we are given to under-
stand that the present geophysical survey
is quite a new science. Still, whatever
benefit it may have to bestow, the exam-
ination or investigation should be confined
to a smaller area than that proposed. In
this State it is proposed to inyestigate
10,000 square miles,

Mr. Marshall: And in each of the areas
to be examined—Quecensland, Western Aus-
tralia and the Northern Territory.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: At all events it
is to be 10,000 square miles in this State.
We are to find £37,500, and no doubt it
will cost more than that, because only a
very small portion of the Commonwealth
contribution will be spent in this State. [
wonder how much benefit we are to veceive
from it? I suggest to members representing
mining areas that if this £37,500 were made
available to them for surveys by praectical
geologists, and prospectors—whose work 1
value cven more than that of the geologists
—1 dare say we would have a great deal
more henefit than we are likely to get from
the present proposal. I do not often agree
with the member for Murchison (Mr. Meaxr-
shall), who spoke last evening, but on this
oceasion I believe he was right when he said
that most of the money will be blown vut
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through the exhaust of nn aeroplane. I
really believe that iz where most of this
money will go, although I hope T am wrong
in that. We are now unsing the air for so
many purposes, such as photography and
the like, that the survey may prove to he
useful in a number of directions other than
the locating of mineral deposits; but to
think we are going to discover by this
experiment what is underneath the soil is
to be too credulous altogether. Frequently
we hear of persons claiming the power to
locate minerals in a given distriet, but in-
varially those persons require Government
assistance. The only reply to them should
be that if they have that power, they should
go to the goldficlds and make wealthy men
of themselves. But they do net do that,
In my view, if this geophysical machine is
so wonderful, private companies will readily
employ it and those capable of operating
it, for there is any amount of money avail-
able for the discovery of minerals.

The Premier: DDo not you realise that
you are thinking in the dark ages?

Hon., C. G. LATHAM: I am glad to
know the Premier himself is a convert to
this new science.

The Premier: I am a eonvert to all
scientific investigation.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then I hope I am
at one with the Premier in that respect.
But so far we seem never to have had any
materinl benefit from these geophysical
surveys.

The Premier: Has anything ever been
proved without investigation?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, I believe the
geologist has materially assisted us. But
after all, he does not put down the bore;
neither does he turn over the soil. He locates
the deposit from the nature of the soil at
the surface. He has intimate knowledge of
it because he is walking over it and can
follow the lodes of greenstone and other
significant features. But this proposed
observation is to be made from the air, an
observation of steeply undulating country
covered with spinifex. Then these people
whao are versed in the science of geophysics
come along with their instrument. If the
instrument is so valuable, why do not the
mining eompanies employ it? Yellowdine
was not found by that means.

Mr. Cross: The Sons of Gwalia recently

carried out a geophysical survey.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: So far as I know,
all the important mines have been disecovered
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hy methodical examination. 1 hope nothing
more will be done until this science has
proved its worth. The sum of £37,500 is
a large amount for this State to find, which
may be wasted. If the geophysical survey
is of any value at all it would be far hetter
to explore country which is not so easily
aceessible to men on foot or in a motor
truck as, for instance, the country around
Hall’s Creck. Personally I look on
this proposal as a waste of public money.
It may have some value, it may have a value
to the Federal Government in that it will
give experience to their aircraft, to the
Royal Air Force. But if it has that value,
why do not the Federal Government pay
the whole cost themselves? To my mind
that is -probably the greatest value to he
found in this proposal. Then of course it
may also have a value as an experiment;
hut if that is looked for, we should confine
it to 2 small sum of money just sufficient
to determine the value of a restricted area.
Kven ihen, it would have so wide a value
that it should be, not for the Siate, but for
the Federal Government to carry out, 1
hope that in futmre the State Government
will not agree to spending money in this
direction while s0 many men are out of
work. This £37,500 would provide work
for a year for 187 men at £200 per annam.
And the man on the goldfields, the person
who goes out prospecting and is a good pros-
pector, would probably find a great deal
more gold hy immediate contact than
will those men in zeroplanes with their
aertal photographs, and this geophysical
ingtrument the value of which is very in-
definite. I have told the House of the
man who undertock to find water for us
with such an instrument, and who had
to cover his machine with an umbrelia to
preclude its being affected by the sun; and
who, having collected money from us, de-
parted from the State and then advised us
uot to sink wells, because his instrument
was nof altogether reliable. This proposal
hefore the House is a national, not a State
maiter. I am afraid we enter too readily
into many agreements with the TFederal
Government.  The JMlinister for Lands,
speaking the other night, remarked upon
the relationship between the Federal Gov-
ernment and the State Government, and
what the TFederal Government forced the
State to do. It demonstrates to me that the
Federal Government are expecting far too
umeh from the State Government. If che

[18]

445

Federnl Government want this work done,
they themselves have far better means of
finding the money than has the State; they
can do it out of revenue, whereas we have
to do it out of loan funds.

Mr. Lambert: They are using their aern-
planes.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, they are
training their aviators, and so in conse-
tuence they are losing nothing by the
scheme, because it is just as well for those
men to be flying in the north of Australia
as to be flying about Melhourne, Sydney
and Canberra. I think the Federal Govern-
ment might at least have found the whole
of the money required. I regard it as a
huge experiment, and I fear the State will
have to pay too much for that experiment.
I hope that in future such sgreements as
this will not be entered into until the House
has had ‘opportunity to eonsider them. We
have to authorise the expenditure. Mem-
bers of this House represent the people,
and so have to authorise all expenditure.
Yet these agreements are first entered into
by the Government and then we are asked
to ratify them. I am not blaming the pre-
sent (Government nor, for that matter, any
other Government, for the practice has been
in vogue for many years past. It is differ-
ent, of eourse, in any emergency, when the
money has to be spent without delay, as,
for instance, when the Minister for Rail-
ways had to expend a large amount on rail-
way washaways. But I hope the Govern-
ment will not enter inte agreements until
this House has had an opportunity of listen-
ing to hoth sides of the question. I should
like the Minister to tell us the result of
previous geophysical surveys made in this
State, as, for instance, that in the North-
ampton distriet.

The Premier: Advances in science may
entail many years of investigaiion with no
definite result, and yet ultimately be to the
world’s benefit.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of conrse sn.
After all, this is a national malter and if
it is of any value the Federal Government
should find the whole of the money; but they
never find any money where there is any
risk. The money lhey are putling up for
this proposal is really to he expended on
the training of their aviators—at all events,
that is how T rezard it. [ am opposed 1o
the Biil, but we have no option to agree-
ing 1o if, for the Minister for Mines on
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last year's Estimates told us what was hap-
pening, and we did not obhject. So I say we
ourselves are responsible for the expendi-
ture; because we knew what was bappen-
ing, and so we ought to accept the respon-
sibility of authorising the expenditure of
this money.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn - Coolgardie)
[5.30]: T more or less share the views ex-
pressed by the Leader of the Opposition. 1
doubt whether the expenditure in question
is justified. if it is justified, then it is a
national matter. There should be a national
mapping of the minerals of Australia.
Probably in other countries people have a
better knowledge and appreciation of the
minerals of Auwstralia than Australians
themselves have. That was brought home
foreibly during the war. What useful or
economic purpose can be served by having
a geophysieal, a geological, or un aerial sur-
vey of the ceniral part of Australia when
we have minerals available that cannot he
placed on the market with economnic -
vantage? If must be admifted that yenr
after year the Geological Depurtment have
been doing wonderful work with but a scant
staff. The staff has been merely a skeleton
one. No attempt has been made to supple-
ment that staff by getting men with physical
and chemical knowledge of our rock strue-
tures so that they might indicate how our
minerals could be nsefully or ceonomically
employed. Of what use is it fo go to Cen-
tral Australia to locate some mineral
deposit ¥

The Acting Minister for Mines: Do you
regard the Pilbara goldfield as being in
Central Auvstraliaf

Mr. LAMBERT: That was the second
goldfield discovered in this State. Its
geological structure is fairly well known to
all the officers of the Mines Department. T
do not know that a geological survey would
serve any useful purpose. TIf T thought
otherwise I would he the last to condemn an
expenditure of this description. The Fed-
eral Government must realise that in our
present economic position in the Federation
of Australia the only way they ecan assisi
owr mineral industries is either to give them
the same protection that is given to
seeondary industries in respeet of the raw
materials that are economieally and commer-
cially consumable in Australia, or pay a
bonus on production. We know that the
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State Railway Department have tried to
assist our mineral industries hy offering
favourable freights to the seaboard, and this
action has made it possible in some diree-
tions te work such minerals economically
and commercially. That is only playing
with the business. No man with any sanity
would put a shilling into one wmineral
deposit in Western Australia. The Govern-
ment would be better employed in asking
the Kederal authorities to give a bounty
upon the production of manganese to ‘the
extent of £1 per ton, just as they are giving
bounties for sugar production and other
things. Instead of doing that, they are
rooting up a railway. That is a matter of
policy and one that I hope will be justified
in the future. So far as the applidation of
geophysics scientifically to the assistance of
the ordinary miner is concerned, I am
tdoubtful whether that will have any practi-
eal effect. We have had eranks who believe
in the divining rod- 1 remember one man,
w brother-in-law  of an  ex-Premier, who
spent thousunds of pounds trying to prove
that the divining rod was a praetical way to
find hig wold mines in Western Australia.
The records would show that the experiment
cosi the Mines Department a considerable
sum of money. The gentleman in guestion
may have enjoyed himself walking around
with a divining rod, just as some of the
officers of the Federal Government may
enjoy flying over Central Australia in mili-
tary aeroplanes, bmt I do not think they
should derive that enjoyment at a cost to
Western Australia of £37,500.

The Premier: Nearly all great discoveries
in history were made by men who were
deseribed as eranks.

Mr. LAMBERT: That may he so. The
Premier might suggest that I have made
some great discoveries myself. There is a
wider pbase of this gquestion to be consid-
ered. The State Government have a legiti-
mate right to make the Federal authorities
realise they cannot have things both ways.
Il national mapping is to be useful and
ceonomical, whether for nen-ferrous indus-
fries or otherwise, it must be regarded as a
national ohligatien. Suech a work is long
overdue, but not at the expense of
a State that is stroggling to balance
its Budget when the Federal authorities
through their protection and Customs and
Excise revenues have an overflowing Trea-
sury. We should hesitate. An even wider
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aspeet of the proposal looms up on the
horizon. Why should the Federal author-
ities interfere in our mining industry?
[f they are going to do so, it will
not be long hefore thev will want lo
take over the Mines Department, especially
if we give them this authority to spend
money. We should eall a halt and tell the
Federal Government clearly but firmly that
if there must he a national mapping
of the couniry, whether it be a matter of
employing geophysies, aeroplanes or aerial
photography, it is a question for them.
The work will be of no practical unse.
Whilst T agree that probably the work will
ahsorh a few more unemployed, I think
there is an important national aspeet of
the question to consider. We do not want
to narrow the thing down to a question
whether we can employ Smith or Jones
by spending this money. We should tell
the Federal aunthorities, as we have been
attempting to tell them at the expense of
eonsiderable sums of money at the foun-
tain head of the FEmpire, the Imperial
Parliament, what their responsibilities are.
If they are prepared to allocate a certain
sum of money for what they consider is a
useful work, it is for ns within the four
corner pegs of our Constitution rights.to
say. *You give ns a snm of mency, and it
will be for us to direct its expenditure.’’

i

THE ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES
(Hon. M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet—in reply}
[5.43]: There is a good deal of error in
the remarks of the T.eader of the Opposi-
tion and the member for Yilgarn-Coolgar-
die, and some of the stalements of the
member for Marehison also require coyvree-
tion. T eertainly think this programme
may he regarded as a practieal one.

My, Marshall: To have as many people
in the air as possible.

The ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
There is nothing new about aerial photo-
graphy. It has been particularly suecess-
ful in indieating conditions of the earth
that eould not he found by anyone walking
over if.

Hon. €. (i. Latham: That is admilted.

The ACTING MINISTER FOR MIXES:
I was very much struek by an article T
read in the Royal Geographic Magazine
last year. This work published aerinl
photographs of a portion of South Ameri-
ca. These have led to the discovery of an
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olt eitv. The walls and foundations of
the ancient city stood out as clearly as the
pattern on the carpet on this floor. When
the aeroplanes were flying over the earth
there was no evidence whatever of the
existence of the eity beneath.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I agree that acrial
photography is valuable.

The ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
The aerial photography is the first work.
When the photographs are developed the
reologist gets to work, and makes a
detailed geologienl map of the field. Tha
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie stated that
the Pilbara goldfield was the second to he
discovered in this Btate. Our goldfields are
very ¢ld. The Pilbara field has not heen
reologically mapped, and much of it has
noft heen mapped at all. This scheme pre-
pares the work for the geologist on the
ground. The work of geologists has been
made more suceessful because of material
Purnished by means of aerial photography.
As a result of aerial photography a geolo-
gist attached 1o the Mines Department ad-

vised that he had discovered possi-
hilities which caused him te recom-
mend that the department should re-

serve the area in question, so that any-
one who wanled it would have to pay a
fee to take it up as some compensation for
the expenditure ineurred, I did not agrec
to that. T regarded the work as one which
would be of assistance to prospectors. Tt
was our business, I thought, to make the
information available, and I did not think
a reserve was desirable in the eircum-
stances. T do not pretend to know all
ahout the geophysical aspect of this nues-
tion. The Teader of the Opposition was
wrong when he stated that private enter-
prise did not employ this science. 1 would
peint out that private enterprise is
doinz that in Western Ausiraliza to-day.
There are cerfain reserves for that porpose.
When the geologist has completed his work,
then the geophysical expert follows.

Hon, C. (i, Tatham: T will guarantee that
hetter results are obtained with the diamond
drill.

The AGTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
Companies have used the knowledge that
has been aecquired by the geophysieist for
diamond drilling. I do not know very much
nbout the prineiple, but it is very much ir
operation in America and other countries
There the scientist is employed first.
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The Minister for Justice: And as a re-
sult, where a million dollars was previously
spent in surveys, the work can now be done
for 50,000 dollars.

The ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
I have diseussed the subject with a mining
man from South Australia, and I have been
given to understand that geophysical pros-
pecting is not by any means despised in
Ameriea. The geophysicist cannet, and
does not, claim to be able to locate gold or
other precions metals directly. The indica-
tions obtained with the instrwnents he uses
merely show the presence or absence of
stroctural features favourable to the oceur-
rence of deposits of economic minerals such
as shear zones, faults, lode chaunels and
quartz reefs. It is c¢laimed that this has
heen done in America. Dr. Waolnough
recommends the work, and he suggesls
that the Kimborley country should be tested
in this way with regard to oil. So what
can we here do against an opinion such as
that? It might be claimed that the Com-
monwealth Government arve doing this work
for our benefit, a work which experts de-
clare to be valuable and which provides a
foundation for development in the future.
As T have said the experts do not claim to
be able to locate gold, and it is not like
divining for water. With such machinery
as le possesses, the expert elaims to locate
formations by some magnefic principle.
What wouid hon. members bave said a few
vears ago if anyone had prophesied the de-
velopments of to-day? We read now that
Marconi has invenied a ray by which a
motor car can be stopped in the street. Who
would have thought that possible a few
vears ago? We know that this is a marvel-
lous age, and that the last 15 years have been
marvellous years in the world’s history.
Things which 40 years ago we regarded as
impossible are looked upon to-day as being
commonplace, Cranks have not made all
these discoveries, but there are cranks and
cranks.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Bui you do not tell
us how many cranks have failed.

The ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
T would not like to say that the hon. member
is a troglodyte; he would not like that, hut
I do not think we have any right to des-
pise this partieular secience. People else-
where do not despise it; they take advantage
of it.

The Minisier for Justice: And they make
use of it.
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The ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
While it may not do all these things people
expect of it, we should rather encourage it.
What is the expenditure of £37,000 in this
country if we diseover a new goldfield?

Hon. €. G. Latham: And what if we
don't?

The ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
If we discover one mine, what is £37,0007

Hon. C. G. Latham: If you used known
processes you would perhaps diseover a
dozen.

The ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
If this comprehensive survey can present
greater opportunities to the prospeetor will
it not be a good thing for Western Aus-
tralia? The hon. member knows that it 1s
a very small mine that will produce only
£37,000 worth of wold. There are dozens
of mines in this country that produece that
quuntity of gold in a few months. T am
surprised at the hon. member loking excep-
tion to the Bill. T do nobt deny that the
Commonwealth Government might have
given more, but I think the greater portion
of the money that has been allocated will
be spent here,  Certainly the expenditure
on this work will be greater in Western
Australia than in any other part of Aus-
{ralia.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We have been very
mild in our opposition to the Bill.

The Minister for Justice: We like lo be
up-to-date.

The ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
The agreement has been made, and that is
the position.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And you have spent
the money.

The Premier: How much did it cost the
State to find out what owr lands were
capable of producing, and all the time we
were supposed to know all about them?

The ACTING MINISTER FOR MINES:
The agreement has been entered into, and
if the expenditure of £37,000 will mean the
opening up of onc mine, then the sur-
veys will have paid for themselves. I hope
members will raise no further opposition to
the measure.

Question put and passed.
Hill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bitl passed thvongh  Comnittes withont
dehate, reported withoul amendment and the
report adopted.
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BILL-BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resuined from the 27th August.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[6.0]: Thank God there is nothing geophysi-
cal about this Bill. This Bill to amend the
Brands Act, with its twin, the amendment of
the Droving Act, have been designed, obvi-
nusly, to assist in the prevention of sheep
stealing. Sheep stealing, as members know,
has assumed very considerable proportions
in the agricultural districls during reeent
vears. I venture to say that the numbers
of sheep that have been stolen amount to
many thousands per annum, representing a
tremendons loss Lo the sheep owners of those
districts.  Those who earey on this nefarions
praclive of cheep stealing have mainly con-
lined their activilies to the Tarming dis-
(riels; because it is not worth while stealing
a moh ol sheep unless you have opportunity
to dispose of them, and most of the avail-
alle markets for stolen sheep are in or ahout
the metropolitan avea, or those districts
where sales are convenientlv aceessible.
Consequentily, the praetice, as we know it
in the farming districts, 1s not so prevalent
in the pastoral areas, on aceount of their
remaofeness From mavketing facilities,  In
the cily and suburbs the Government pro-
vide in the Police Department powerfal and
fast-moving motor ears for the prevention
and detection of crime. That is as it should
be. But I suggest that if this legislation
is to be cffective, something similar will
have to be done in the agricultural areas
as well. Just as the Bentley ears in Perth
have been a huge success, so I suggest that
iff fast mator hikes were provided for use
in eertain vulnerable paris of the agricul-
tural districts, great bhenefit would result. 1
urge on the Minister for Agriculture that
if the Bill is to prove as suecessful as he
and T hope it will, it will have to he im-
plemented in some more satisfactory way
through the Police Department than obtains
to-day, because of the inadequate wmeans of
transport the police officers have at their
disposal. Most of the sheep stolen in agri-
enltural arveas are transported by means
of motor frucks, and it is hopeless for a
policeman en a slow horse to attempt to
overtake a sheep thief on a fast motor truck.
1 happen to know that the present Com-
missioner of Police is inlensely interested
in this prablem, [n the process of working
up From policeman to head of the depart-
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ment, he has had lengthy esperience in rural
areas and knows quite well the position
existing thers. So he-is willing and anxious
to do everyvthing he eun to minimise the loss
the farmers are sustaining by this practiee.
But T do nol know that he ean ever hope
to cope with it, unless his officers are pro-
vided with powerful, fast motor bikes so
that they may be in a position to overtake
the sheep thieves on motor trucks. If fast
motor bikes cannot be provided in every
one of the country districts, they should
at lcast be furnished in varjous country
centres such as Geraldton, Moora, Northam,
Merredin, Narrogin, Donnybrook and other
places wheve they could be tried out. I be-
liecve the success that has attended this use
of motor bikes in other countries would
astonish the Minister for Agricullure and
the Minmster for Police, and 1 feel of
waulid have a greater effect in the preven-
tion of this rrime of sheep stealing than
wonld any other vemedy. This measure,
which T hope to see placed on the statute-
hook, backed up by sufficient means of polic-
ing it, would go a long way towards decreas-
ing the crime so much in evidence at present.
I mentioned that in most of the stealing
going on to-day, the sheep are being trans-
ported by motor trucks and marketed as
nuickly as possible.  TIn certain instances
where that has proved impragticable to the
sheep thieves, they have used another method,
slaughtering the sheep and having them mar-
keted in the fresh meat market in the
metropolitan area. Then it is only in the
disposal of the skins, if the thieves are brave
conough to market them, that they can ever
be detected. So the provisions of this
ineasure, together with the wool branding of
the sheep, are entirely necessary. I also
believe that a very useful deterrent to the

sheep stealer would be a much leavier
fine than is imposed to-day when a
thief is convieted of stealing. The

maximum fine is fairly stiff, though, in
iy opinion, not heavy enough, but the
minimum fine is altogether too fow. If the
minimum were increased considerably, it
would bhe advantageous. One clause pro-
vides that wool-branding shall he eompul-

sory, At present wool-branding is not
compuisery. but car-marking iz, Those

members who have had experience of the
car-maiking of sheep koow that certain ear-
marks which are partienlarly plain vefain
their shape  throurhont the age of the
sheep, but gwing to the many thousands of
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ear-marks that are registered, it is not
possible for every sheep-owner to have.an
ear-mark that easily retains its shape
throughout the age of the sheep. Most of
them, after two or three years, lose their
shape to such an extent that the original
ear-mark is unidentifiable. In South Aus-
tralia there is no compulsory ear-marking
of sheep; the only compulsion thera is the
woul brand, which is provided for in this
Bill- [ hope that the measure will meet with
the approval of members and that, in con-
junetion with ear-marking, the compulsory
branding of wool will prove so beneficial
that’ no farmer in the State will have any
objection to adopting it. Under the Rill, a
breach of the Aet will he committed if any
sheep-owner does not wool-hrand his sheep,
apd they wmust be woul-branded within Lhree
months of shearing. 1 suggest that three
nonths is too long a period.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: [ know of no
sheep favmer in this State who does not
brand his sheep within about 24 hours of
their being shorn. It is possible that some
might finish their shearing before they de
any hranding, but that would be a matter
of only a few days. The period of threc
months could well be reduced. | suggest
that «a  wise provision would be to
make the measnre applicable to the faym-
ing areas only, The houndaries of the
furming areas almost coineide with the
houndaries of the Sonth-West land division,
and an extension eould be specified to take
in the few farming districts ountside that
division. Under the Bill it will be illegal
for any person to have in his possession
=kins from which the ears have heen re-
moved. | consider that thal is one of the
best provisions in the Bill. Under exist-
ing legislation, it is illegal {o mutilate or
crop an ear, bub an ear might he mutilated
orv cropped without being removed. As I
pointed out earlier, earmarks lose their
shape to such an extent that some of the
carmarks registered in this State might
casily be mistaken for a mutilated ear. That,
of eourse, is not illegal, hut under this
mneasure if an ear wera removed—and sheep
thieves remove the ears as soon as they
skin a sheep—it would constifute a breach
of the Act. The sheep thief who wants to
market the result of his depredations in the
fresh meat market of the metropolitan arca
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will not be able to market the skins unless
he leaves the ears intaet, and by the mark-
ings on the ears, farmers will be able to
recognise their sheep, and recognition will
be made doubly sure by the requirement of
compulsory wool-branding. I realise that
the Bill is going to cause the farmers some
hardship. Quite a number of farmers do
not register a wool brand, and I regret that
that is so. While it will be necessary for
every farmer to register a wool brand, I
feel that great good will accrue to those
people who in the past have lost large num-
bers of sheep through the depredations of
sheep stealers. A few farmers will be put
to the trouble of registering a Lrand and
of having a brand made. This will involve
some cost, but it will be small compared with
the benefit that will be derived by many
farmers who, in the different distriets, have
been losing scores of pounds through hav-
ing sheep stolen. There are one or two
alterations that I think might be made to'the
Bill in Committee, but T support the second
reading and hope to see the Bill placed on the
statute-book, because I believe it is caleu-
lated to achieve a great deal of goed in
minimising the evil of sheep stealing, which
is 50 prevalent in the agricultural districls
at present.

On wotion by Mr. Wilsen, debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.



